Opportunity

Apart from economics, the social and political conse-
quences of mathematical illiteracy provide alarming signals
for the survival of democracy in America. Because mathe-
matics holds the key to leadership in our information-based
society, the widening gap between those who are mathemati-
cally literate and those who are not coincides, to a frightening
degree, with racial and economic categories. We are at risk
of becoming a divided nation in which knowledge of mathe-
matics supports a productive, technologically powerful elite
while a dependent, semiliterate majority, disproportionately
Hispanic and Black, find economic and political power be-
yond reach. Unless corrected, innumeracy and illiteracy will
drive America apart.
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